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Asirakhan

20 There are two approaches to the port of Astrakhan. The first is from the Baku side
and igs &8s follows: Thirty miles northeaat of Chechen Island is the "Astrakhansky
Priyomny", a two-masted lightship which is painted red with a horigzontsl white
atripe slong the side., From this lightship ships approach Astrakhan by the follow-

ing 1line of buoyss

Buo, .
Ne gB - flaghing white and red light, 8.6 miles from the lightship;

Buoy: = flashing red light, 15.2 miles from Buoy No 73; the depths between the
No 40 1lightship and Buoy No 40 are 7-8.5 meters;

From Byoy No 40 to Buoy No 66, which shows a white flashing light (past the "guard

buoy" which is 4.3 miles from Buoy No 40) is 17.3 miles.

terval are 5-5.5 meters;

light. The "Donbass" is a two

white supergtructure, 5.5 miles {rom

The depths in this in-

Frem Buoy No 66 ships go to the landing stage "Dombass" whish shows a steady white

wsmdﬁumwstaeked ship with & black hull and a

oy No 66; It is six miles from the landing

stage "Donbass" to the lightship "Volgo-kasplsky” which stands at ihe entrance to
the Volga-Caspian channel, This is a small ysellow ship with a single mast., The
depths between Bioy No 66 and the "Volgo-kaspisky" are 3.5-4.5 meters,

3. In the appreach to Astrakhan the "Agtrakhansky Priyomny", Buoy No 73 and Bucy No
40 are on the port side, Buoy No 66 on the starboard side, the landing stage "Don-
"Volgo-kaspisky" on the starboard side. From the
"Wolgo-kasplsky" all traffic must keep strictly within the channel limits. The
average width of the chamnel is 40-50 meters, in certain places coming down to 40

bass" on the port side and the
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ot the banks between the ialahd of Biryuchya Kosa and the viilage -

meters (in the area
.2=3.5 meters.

of Olya), The average depth of the channel is 3
From the lightship "Volge-¥aspisky" +to Iskustvenny Island there is a channel which is
marked by mgtal btpmya eguipped with acetylene lamps, These lamps are 1ighted by hand.

They are serviced by the maintenance steamers "Mayak" and "Putyeyets"” whieh belong to the
maintenance division of the "Reydtarker" shipping company. Turning Bucy No 33 is located
5.2 miies from the "Volgo-kaspisky". From Iskustvenny Island there is a channel up to the .
travergse of Biryushya Kosa Island. The sea part of the channel is marked by "1istle lights
(cgnyovki). These lights are small wooden boatis which are not self-propelled. When 1t is

dark they carry & kerosenms lantern at the mast. They are servised by three men from the
floating light servise crew of the "Reydtanker" company (Matrosov Plouvuchikh Mayakov).

Altogether there are 15-18 such lights. Beyond these small lights in the vicinity of the
benks (shalyg) the sea part of the chanmel is marked by spar-buoys (kolovaya cbstanovka).

The stretch of channsl betwesen Iskustvenny Tsland and the village of Olya is technically
rather unsatisfactory. It gets filled up often because the bottom is very scft and dredges

are always working in the chamnel.

About six miles or less from the village of Olya, the channel is marked by mur~-buoys. These
buoys are made of wood, painted red: and white and are equipped with kercsene lanterns.
When it is dark the buoys are lighted by buoy keepers who 1ive in special quarters along
the banks of the Volga, From COlys up aleng the Volga the river part of the Vclga-Casplan
chammel begins. This channel is completely merked by mun-buoys whish are posted at inter-
vals of 1-1.5 kilometers. There are 42 buoys along the entire river part of the chammel.
Besides the buoys, the river part of the channel is marked by three beacons whish arve lo-
cated at the narrowest peinis along the channel where iwo meeting boat caravars cannot pass
each other. The beacons are located in the visinity of the Sergeisky bend and aear the
village of Kharbay, These beaccns sonsist of a wooden pole which is fitted with lighted
signals when it is dark, These beasons are servised by signal gervice men., TIke¢ average
depth of the river part of the chammel is 3.5 meters. The most dangercus pert or the route
is the Sergeisky bend., Here iwo conflicting currents meet, Often, especially in %he months
of May, April and Osicber there oscur greei jams of the boat saravans going tc Astrakhan,
When this happens auxillary tugs are sent out to help and the double pull which is exerted
is enough to drag sach barge arcund the bend. Sometimes as many as 10-15 largs bvoats get
involved in such & Jjam, The river part of the Volga-Casplan chamnel ends near the village
of Ilinka (post No 1), Any traffie ebove this point on the Volga is regulated by the

routing direstor of the minlstry of the river flest.

The largest petroleum storage base in the Astrakhan area is losated in the region of Ilinka,
The majority of the sea oil barges some here to unload while the greater part of the Volga
tank barge fleet comms to lead, On the map this base 1s indicated by No I. Ali_ships be-
longing %o "Reydtanker" (barges end tugs) are based at Zeyachy Island (No IT). fAvailable
at the CIA Map Library are trmcings of two hydrographic Charts (1018) (1168) of 'the Caspian
Ses. arsa on which depth soundings, anchorages, and oltles are recorde NeIIT indicates
the place dry-carge sea-going ships arrive from Baku (Piers 4,5 and 17).

The headquarters of the technisel and maintenance division of the Volga-Caspian channel is
in the ¥illage of Ol%ra, The meintenance craft are based here at all times, but in the win-
ter, when the channel 1s olosed to mavigation, all navigational aids are brought here, the
lightship "Volgo-hgiaky" ; the buoy-servicing orane, buoys, lights and fleating lights,
The teshnicel and maintenanse divieion also has its own radio staticn in Olya. The landing
stage "Donbass" belemgs to "Raydtanker" and when the channel is closed tc navigation it is
taken away to Astrakhesn. ‘ '

On the old charts of the area around the "Dombass" & 12-foot roadstead is indisated. Nowa-
days this does not exist. Now thsre is & l4-foot~deep roadstead located further scuth than
the 12-foot one, T+ is an area marked on the map by a red wavy line between the "Dombass",
Buoy No 66 and the "%uard buoy", Hers small and medium gized tankers of the "Xesptanker”
esompany with capacities up to 2000-2500 tons are unloaded into the barges of the "Reydtanker"
@emp%nyo This insludes the greater part of the ships. Between Buoy No 73, Buoy Ne 50 and
the "Astrakhansky Pri;yem:i" ightship there is an area (marked on the chart by & dotted red
and green line) ealled "the desp", Here the unloading of the large "Kasptenker" tankers

into the "Reydtanker" barges takes plase. As a rule the unloading of the tankers takes place
on the move. At first the bargs itiss up tc the tenker and the transloading begims with the
two ships immobile. Then, when the draft of the tanker decreases, the tanker staris off in
the directien of Buoy No 40, pulling the barge with it while the translcading preceeds, Be-
side sea-going ships, fig boats also gather in the roddstead (around the islands of
Chistaya Banka, Banka Malaya and Banka Srednaya Zhemehuzhnaya). The li-foct roedstead is
closed, as a rule, from 25 November to 1 April,

The secend approach to Astrakhan is from the Gurev side and the approach is made by follow
the charts and buoys., Ships uss the following sourse: The Gurevpgea roadstead. guoy No ;.gg
(about 80 miles from the Gurev rcads)., This buoy is to starbcard, is red and cbows a flashing
light, The depths in this interval are 5-7 meters; Buoy No 15 is to starboard about 63 miles
from Buoy No 22, The depths in this interval are 5-6 meters; Buoy No 24 is on the port side
about 25 miles from Buoy N6 15, Ths depths in this interval are 5-6 meters; Bucy Ne 31 is
about 19,5 miles from Buoy No 24 and iz on ths starbcard side, The depthe in +ais intervel
are 4=5 meters ;unoy No 66 is about 22 miles from Bucy No 31 and is on the port side, The
depths in this interval are 4=5 meters, Afier passing Bucy Wo 66 ships proceed o Astrakhan
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in the same manmer as dessribed in approach frem the Baku side, The porit of Gurev is
slosed to ses shipping. 011l shipping does exist across the Gursv ses roadstead te¢ Pesh-
noy Island and from thers by pipeline to Factery Mo 441. The approaches to Qurev arﬁ .
charagterized by the following data: 80 miles from Bucy No 22 is the landin§ stage I'A'hr'y o
This landing stage was bullt from the ©ld steamer "Mary" and bslonge to the "Kaspllot" com-
panmy. The lemding stege "Kommra', which appeared on the old charts,burned in 1978 and her
wredkage is now in Astrakban harbér. (In 1938 thers was & fire in the Gurev roads and the
"Kormma" and several oil barges burned.) The Gurev rcadatead lisg in a radius of 1.5-2
miles arcund the "Mary"., The depths in thie roadstead are 3,.5-4 meters, In thefaurev
roads the translsading ¢f petroleum produsts from the large "Reydtenker® barges {up to
5000 toms) inte thes 1itile bargeas (800-1000 tons) of the same compeny is carried cut. The
large barges ars brought im from ths 14~foot rosds while the small barges (pauzki) are
brought in frem the cove on Pashney Islend, The trensleading is carried cut by means of
the purps on the "Mary" and on the 1ighter "Novebegatinsk" which 42 alse brought in.

From the Gurev reads to the sove on Bol'shey Pestinoy the depth has desreased sharply in
resent times, not reaching 1.5 meters, and ship traffic hes to go by the Uralo-kaspisky
chexmsl, Prastically speaking, in 1951, cnly the sea part of this shanmel was in working

order.

The river part of the Uralo-kaspisky chanmel goes from the entrance to the cove o Bolf-
shoy Peshnoy to the delta of the Ural River, The secticn of the chanmel from Bol'shoy
Peshnoy to the entrance of the dulta (44,5 miles) was complately filled up with alluvium
from the Ural River and the "Reydtskhilot" in 1951 tried in every way possible to open the
chamnsl hut was uneble to do s0 and the prospech of ever doing so wag, et that time, mnot
very good., The depth in this sestiom i3 1~1.4 meters, The sea part of the chemnsl from
Bol'shoy Peshnoy to the "Mary" iz 11~12 miles, Fer a distance of 4=~5 miles from the "Mary"
the ohannel 13 marked by buvys. The follewing 6-7 miles sre marked b{ "1ittle lights
{ognyovirl) (of the same type &s are ussd in the Volga-Caspian channel) and by spar-buoys.
The depth in this part of the chammel dees not exceed two msters while the width is 20
meters, On Bol'shoy Pestnoy there 18 s woodsn tower which carriss 1lights and signals.

This tower, however, has very little prastisal use,

There are alweys at least 10=-20 i) tankers on the Gursv sea rosds., Conneeticue with the
town of Gurev are maintained by cutters and tugs. From 15-20 November to 1 April the
roadstead i8 alosed, )

In 1951 & project was worked cut for matheds of giréengthening the underweter shurlng of
the sides of the Uro-kasplaky ohannel, but thers still have been no practical results. The
silting of the schemnsl i3 an great that there ava always two dredges working to keep it

slear,
Ihe Ses Bosdatend &5 .the Arsa of ForkShsvehenka

Between Knlell Island and the Masglahilak perinmule there is a reserve roadstead for the
transleading of tenkers used by the "Rasptanker® and "Raydtenker” scmpenies, Nowadays it
is used very seldom. After World War IT this roadstead was used mere frequentiy for the
trangloading of oil, (in 1948 for one month and in 1950 for one menth), The mantity of
petroleum products transloaded at this roadstsad in 1948 and 1950 did not exsesd 200-250
thourand tonn, In 1942 and 1943 this roadsiead (Pautinsky roads) wes a majer ‘transloading
point. Tn 1942 and part of 1943 ths 14-foot roadstead was olosed,

In 1950 the following two approashss to the Bautlnsky reads were ¢losed,

(8) From the sids ef the 14~foobt roedstsad, The landing stage "Dombass" and Buoy Ne 66
are to starboard in paseing, Bucy Ne 31 to pert and Buey No 24 1o starboard. From Buoy
No 24 shipa bear on ths north light of Kulali Island (fleshing white), Ships run 58
miies on this bsaring and the depths in this inmterval are 4~8 meters, Pazsing with the
north 1ight to the port side, ships bear along Kulalil Island on the floating light .
"Verkhny Tyub-karsgansky" and on Bucy No 140. Shipa run 23 niiles or this bearing
and the depths in this intervel are 5-6 meters.

(p) From the Gursv side, From Buoy Ne 22 ships bear on the north light of Kulali Island,
This bearing is kept for 56 miles and the depths are 4~5 meters. Passing with the
north 1ight to starboard, ships bear alomg Kuisli Island on the seuth 1light and Buoy
No 79 to the roadstead. This besring is kept for 23 miles and the depthe in this inter-

val ars 3.5-4.5 meters,

Bautinsky roads coeupies en area between Buoy No 79 end Buoy No 140 along the gouthern pert
of the island of Kulali,

In 1951 there was no oil transloading in the Bautinsky roads and none was planned for 1952,

Baku

(2) Appreach from the north made by heavy vessels drawing more than five meters of water.
The most important orientation point iz the. rleat light near Zhilel Islamd. Two
miles nerth-east of Zhilel Island there is @ buoy with & red flashing 1fght and an in-
tormitient horn signal. Pazsing with this bucy to starbeard, shipy go to the aext buoy
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whieh is two mwiles south of Zhiled and shows a red flashing light. The disiance
between. the iwo buoys is six miles and the depths are 20-25 meters. Passlng with the
second buoy to starboard, ships go south-west to the Shakhov buoy which lies three
miles seuth of Shakhov Island, This buoy has a red flashi light. The distance
between the two buoys is 10.5 miles and the depths are 16-18 meters., Passing with the
Shakhov buoy te staerboard, ships go to Nergin Island passing on the way the red flash-
ing buoy at Balka Makarov. Ships pass this buey at a distance of 3-4 miles.  From
the Shakhov buoy to Nergin Island is 20-21 miles, Nargin Island has a flashing light.
Ships entering Bakinsky Bay pass with Nargin Island to starbeard. Nargin Island is
situated four miles from a seaccast town and pliots of ships passing Nergin Island
take their bearings on the wharves in this town. The depths betwsen the Shakhov light
and Nargin Island sre 8~12 meters., Depths in Bakinsky Bay fluctuate between 4 and

meters.

(b} Approach from the north mede by shallow and medium draft vessels drawing up 4o five
meters of water. The orientation point is the Apsheronmsky fleating 1light. Ships
enter 1s a line between the horn buoys and bear in the direction of Artyom Island.
Pasging with the red flashing bucy 3.5 miles nerth of Artyom Island, ships ge toward.
Zhilel Island. Leaving behind to starboard the buoy with the white flashing 1light
1.3 miles east of Artyom Island, and the flashing red and white buoy 1.5 miles south-
east of Artyom and the red and white flashing buoy 3 miles southeast of Artyem, ships
bear on & line between Zhiloi Island and the read and white rlashing buoy thrse miles
west of Zhiloi Tsland. The depths in this interval are 5-1C meters. Passing with
the buoy to gtecboard and Zhilei o port, ships turn seuthwest and go to Shakhov Bay,
taking the previously deseribed route, The depths between Shakhov Bay and Zhiloi
Island eve five meters and higher. This route shortens the Journey to Baku a little
bit but 1s more diffisult. Pilots try to use the longer route rounding Zhilei with
the Island to starboard espesially if the ship is earrying cargo. OShips comdng out
of Krasnovodsk always use the following route: Zhilol Islend - Shakhov bucy - Nargin

Island = Pirai ~ Bsku.,

Kragnovodsk

Approach to the port of RKrasnovodsk. Passing the floating light "Kerasnovodsky” with the
light to starboard ships enter Krasnovedsk Bay and turn %rthgest, running :mTa 1ine beiween
the white flashing 1ight on the end ef Krasnovedsk Cape and ths white flashlnpg buey Llesated
;l?hree miles from the cape, Ships usuelly stand closs tc the buoy or round it with the bueoy
to port, The distence betwesn the "Krasnovodsky" and the buoy 18 5.5 miles, and the dapths
are 4»12' meters. From this line ships go to the turning red and white flashing tvevy which
stands at the entranse to the chammel. The distence from this line te the turning buoy is
10-11 miles, and the depths.are 4-5 mbsara, rom the turning buoy by the channsi, ships

go beiwesn the right-hand flashing white buey and the flashing red buny, and enter the area
of the port of Kresnovodsk, The length of the aharmet ig 5-6 niles, the depth 1u 4-5 meters
and the width L8 about 40 metare, On the shore ef the port there are signals in line with
lights on the west and east sides of the port and thare 1s also a light,

Approach to the port of Ufrs Up to the turning hues '

° : y the approach 1s made ap deseribed .
ab%;re., E:jcrga the buoy, rounding it on the port side, shipa gvgrn up the channel in the dir-
e:d%on‘ of Ufra. The length of the charmel 1z four miles, the depih is four meiters and the
W 'Lih 1s about 30 meters, The sharmel is marked by spar~buoys and by light buoys. There is
& 1light on the shore, Ufra lv situated 7-8 miles from Krasnovodek. The petroleum port is

located here,

(Available on loan from the CIA Map Library are two overlays to Russisn hydrographic
charts (1018) (1168) of the Caspian area. Call ni ; o oloag e
borrow maps, | SiT Call number for mapss VF~K=1097. To
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